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Carnival will have an ice palace after all 


Seven-story palace in St. Paul's Rice Park will coincide with Super Bowl 


By Kathy Berdan 


kberdan@pioneerpress.com 


Though plans for a massive, 
record-breaking ice palace for the 
2018 St. Paul Winter Carnival 
melted a couple of months ago 
when the millions of dollars need- 
ed to build it couldn’t be raised, 
organizers announced Thurs- 
day that a “People’s Ice Palace” 
will be built in Rice Park. 

A free, seven-story ice palace will 
be part of the annual winter cele- 
bration, which will be extended an 
extra week (Jan. 25 to Feb. 10) to 
coincide with Super Bowl LII 
festivities in Minneapolis. 


Plans had originally focused on 
building an enormous ice palace 
on the state Capitol grounds, and 
when that didn’t work out, carni- 
val supporters said they continued 
to look at other options. Dan 
Stoltz, chairperson of the commit- 
tee working on the palace, said it 
was significant to announce the 
cold castle construction on the 
first day of winter. 

“We had one mission,” Stoltz 
said, “to create a spectacle that 
would be free and family-friendly.” 

The People’s Ice Palace will be 
built on the south side of the park 
and be connected to other ice 
structures and the ice carvings 


that are a traditional part of the 
annual Winter Carnival. Visitors 
will not be able to walk through 
the ice palace, which will feature 
lights, sound and six towers — one 
for each of the Winter Carnival 
legend figures: King Boreas, 
Queen Aurora and the princes of 
the four winds. 

People looking for a way to be 
part of the People’s Ice Palace can 
“buy a block.” Prices start at $25 
and the sponsorships are available 
at wintercarnival.com, said Jenni- 
fer Tamburo, chairperson of the 
Saint Paul Festival and Heritage 
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A rendering shows what the 2018 St. Paul Winter Carnival's “People’s Ice 
Palace” in Rice Park will look like. The Carnival will run from Jan. 25 to Feb. 10. 


Gifts for a family who lost much 


Clarissa Benitez, far left, watches with her children and grandson as about 100 people arrive outside their home on St. Paul’s East Side to sing 
Christmas carols and deliver gifts to the family Thursday night. Benitez’s son Miguel Gonzalez died Nov. 1 after falling ill in September. 


they were mostly strangers to the 
family who lives there, but they 
had a message: They couldn’t 
believe that their healthy 16-year- 


understands what they’re going 
through,” said LeeAnn Larson, 
who organizes a program she calls 
Big Magical Christmas. 


After son’s By MaraH. Gottfried 
mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 
death, 
One by one, people gathered out- 
100 people side a St. Paul home on Thursday 
: night and began singing Christ- 
Surprise mas carols — “We Wish You a 
them at Merry Christmas,” “Silent Night” 
: and more. Soon, they each carried 
home in a gift to the house. 
There were about 100 people out- 
St. Paul. 


side the East Side residence and 


old son and brother, Miguel 
Gonzalez, had fallen ill and died 
suddenly. And they wanted to 
bring them some joy. 

“People wanted to shower 
Miguel’s family with kindness to 
let them know that they’re not 
alone and that the community 


Clarissa Benitez, Miguel’s moth- 
er, responded with tears. “All I can 
say is, “Thank you,’ ” she told the 


group. 


Even before Big Magical Christ- 
Benitez said people they 


mas, 
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Miguel Gonzalez, 
16, was a 
junior at Harding 
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AG office's opinion 
doesnt end dispute 
over It. gov. position 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


You can’t be a Minnesota state 
senator and the state’s lieutenant 
governor at the same time. 

That’s the opin- 
ion, issued Thurs- 
day, of a top law- 
yer in the attorney 
general’s office 
regarding a legal 
battle brewing 
over the fallout of 
U.S. Sen. Al Fran- 
ken’s impending 
resignation. 

But it doesn’t appear that will 
stop the dispute. 

Thursday’s opinion by Solicitor 
General Alan Gilbert is advisory; 
it has no actual power. 

And it looks like Sen. Michelle 
Fischbach plans to hold both offic- 
es, according to statements from 
Republican leaders. 

So this thing might be headed for 
the courts. 


Sen. 
Michelle 
Fischbach 
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Congress narrowly averts s gov t shutdown 


By Andrew Taylor 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Republi- 
can-led Congress narrowly passed 
a temporary spending bill Thurs- 
day to avert a government shut- 
down, doing the bare minimum in 
a sprint toward the holidays and 
punting disputes on immigration, 
health care and the budget to next 
year. 

The measure passed the House 
on a 231-188 vote over Democratic 
opposition and then cleared the 
Senate, 66-32, with Democrats 
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Rep. Rob Woodall, R-Ga., right, confers with Rep. Tom 
Cole, R-Okla., as the House Rules Committee works on 
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the government funding bill Thursday in Washington. 


Looking for something to do? From dining 
out to heading outdoors, options abound. 
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Sheriff's residency 
in county questioned 


Fletcher: Serier didn't live there when chosen 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


Vadnais Heights’ mayor has told 
the Ramsey County Board that 
documents show Ramsey County 
Sheriff Jack Serier was not living 
in the county at the time he was 
appointed, which is a requirement 
of state law. 

On Wednesday, Bob Fletcher 
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provided county commissioners 
with a letter from Matt Bostrom — 
whom Serier succeeded as sheriff 
— that was dated Jan. 13. In the 
letter, Bostrom informed his 
homeowner’s association that his 
St. Paul home was vacant. 

Serier, who was appointed as 
sheriff on Jan. 10, previously lived 
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